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affected" and correspondingly depressed those of his well-
wishers. It was indeed fatal to the cause of peace. Lord
Macaulay speaks of the attempt as " undoubtedly the real
cause of the war". But to ascribe the civil war to any
single cause, most of all to ascribe it to a single incident is
curiously unphilosophical. Forster1 is substantially in accord
with Macaulay. With more accuracy Clarendon speaks of
it as " the most visible introduction to all the misery that
afterwards befell the King and kingdom". The "visible
introduction " it was; but not the cause.

But while Clarendon, the historian, must necessarily
condemn, Hyde, the confidential counsellor, was faithful to
his trust. Before leaving Whitehall the King renewed his
commands to Falkland, Culpepper and Hyde " to meet con-
stantly together and consult upon his affairs, and conduct
them the best way they could in the Parliament, and to give
him constant advice what he was to do, without which, he
declared again very solemnly, he would make no step in the
Parliament. Two of them were obliged by their offices and
relations, and the other by his duty and inclination, to give
him all satisfaction."2 The following passage in Claren-
don's autobiography throws additional and interesting light
jiialike upon the political organisation of the day, and upon
the mutual relations of the three principal advisers of the
unhappy King : " They met every night late together, and
communicated their observations and intelligence of the day;
and so agreed what was to be done or attempted the next;
there being very many persons of condition and interest in
the house who would follow their advice, and assist in any-
thing they desired. And because Mr. Hyde had larger
accommodation in the house where he lived in Westminster
than either of the other had, the meetings at night were for
the most part with him ; and after their deliberation together,

1 Five Members, 184-200,       *Life, i., 102.ns disaffected to the Kingdom,' amongst which Sir John Strangeways
